Concept Lesson Plan

Author: Mitchell Whaley

Date Created: 4-9-14

Subject(s): English

Topic or Unit of Study (Title):  Symbolism

Grade Level: 12

Materials: Computer, PowerPoint, Projector, Large Poster board, Markers

Summary (and Rationale):  The students will learn about what symbolism is and how it is used in literary works. They will be asked to identify several examples of symbolism in Shakespeare’s text and elaborate on them by sharing with the class in a collaborative activity. The students will complete a drawing activity that allows them to creatively convey understanding of key concepts. The class period will conclude with a whole group discussion of symbolism and its relevance to the text.

I. Focus and Review (Establish Prior Knowledge): I will gauge the students’ understanding of symbolism by asking about its presence in past reading from previous classes and reading assignments. I will ask that they give broad examples of types of symbolic references and offer examples that they believe were important alongside ideas that they believe could be good ways to use symbolism.

II. Statement of Instructional Objective(s) and Assessments: 

	Objectives
	Assessments

	· Given the class discussion on the definition of symbolism, students will be able to identify at least three strong examples from the text.
· Students should be able to show substantial evidence as to significance of symbolic references from the text.
	· Students will brainstorm the various examples of symbolism in the text and make a list of at least three prime examples of symbolism from Julius Caesar.
· Students will demonstrate an understanding of symbolism and its significance by explaining their findings and how it is important to the text.



III. Teacher Input (Present tasks, information and guidance):
· I will use the PowerPoint presentation to guide the class discussion and activities.
· I will ask students to brainstorm possible examples of symbolism in the text and make a list.
· I will make a large graphic organizer on a poster board and hang it at the front of the room. I will instruct students to add their contributions to the chart.
· I will discuss the graphic organizer with the class and add any additional details needed.
· I will introduce the Drawing Activity (included in the PowerPoint) to the students.


IV. Guided Practice (Elicit performance):
· I will walk around the class and monitor progress of the drawings.


V. Closure (Plan for maintenance):
· I will conclude the class by having students share their drawings and have them explain why they chose to pursue that specific idea.
· I will ask students to think about the ideas that we discussed and be prepared to use them in future readings.


VI. Independent Practice:
· Students will work independently to complete their drawings assignments.


STANDARDS:
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.11-12.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic impact.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]HS.TT.1.3 Use appropriate technology tools and other resources to design products to share information with others (e.g. multimedia presentations, Web 2.0 tools, graphics, podcasts, and audio files).

Plans for Individual Differences: 
· It would most certainly be beneficial to accommodate individual needs when doing the board assignment and drawing activity in my lesson by providing a list to specific students requiring additional assistance, instead of assigning them to seek out symbolic references from the text. In doing so, they are given more time to think critically about the second part of the assignment and ultimately do not fall behind the rest of the class.

Plans for Accommodating Student, Lee:
· Knowing that she has issues with expressing her own thoughts through writing, I believe that the drawing assignment will allow for Lee to use an alternative mode of expression to demonstrate her understanding of the key concepts being covered in the lesson.
· During independent work time, I will work 1:1 with Lee and encourage her to express her ideas and elaborate on why she believes them to be pertinent to the assignment.



References (APA style):
· PowerPoint presentation made specifically for this lesson by me.

